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BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 
WINTER MEETING - Tuesday 25th February,  ‘Alternative Hives’  

Jim Norfolk and beekeepers from West Sussex.  To be held at the North Hall, Loxwood, 

the start time is 7:30pm. 

 

BEGINNERS’ & IMPROVERS’ DAY - Saturday 8th March  

Will be held at Pulborough Village Hall.  See inside for details. 

 

WGBKA AGM  - Tuesday 11th March 2014 

To be held at the North Hall, Loxwood, commencing at 7:30pm.  Please see pages 3 & 4 

for details. 
 

 

SURREY BEE DAY 2014  - Saturday 15th February  

See inside for details. 

 

COUNTY MEETING 

Saturday 22nd February - ‘West Sussex BKA Annual Convention’  

See inside for details and an application form. 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings. 
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01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  
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When I first joined WGBKA the monthly newsletter was being edited very ably by Rupert Burne.   

In late September 2008 Chris Peach took over the role (at very short notice) and has produced our 

newsletters reliably for five years or so, even through times when he was undergoing very unpleas-

ant medical treatments.  Last summer we offered Chris a break from the task as he was once again 

under treatment, and Graham Elliott stepped up to take the newsletters on, for which we are ex-

tremely grateful.  Chris now has further intrusive treatments to deal with, and in consultation with 

him we have agreed that Caroline Drewett will take over as Newsletter Editor, with immediate ef-

fect, having assisted Graham in the last couple of months. 

 

Thanks are due to Graham for so ably holding the fort in recent months, and particularly to Chris 

for his excellent and efficient work in producing newsletters since 2008.  I know you will all join 

me in wishing Chris well through his treatments, and that you will support Caroline as she takes on 

the newsletters. 

 

Tom 

 

  

A further reminder of our popular annual event. 
 
This one day course will take place on Saturday  8th March in Pulborough Village Hall to provide 
information to beginners as well as those wishing to improve their beekeeping.   

 

The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green beekeepers with other mem-
bers available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA’s website 
www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html and there is a special discount for Wisborough Green 
members.   
 
Contact Roger Patterson 01403 790637, mobile 07976 306492 or email  
roger-patterson@btconnect.com for course details, or Gordon Allan 
01798 343470, email 
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 
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mailto:roger-patterson@btconnect.com
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com


 

 

 
 

 

WISBOROUGH GREEN DIVISION 
 

President: Mr Roger Patterson 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott 

Honorary Treasurer: Mr Murray West 
 

 

NOTICE is given to all members of the Wisborough Green Division of West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 

that the Annual General Meeting is to be held at North Hall, Loxwood on Tuesday 11th March 2014, commencing at 

7:30pm. 

 

It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the Association. 

 

AGENDA 
Apologies for Absence 

Minutes of the AGM, held at Loxwood on 28th March 2013 

Treasurer’s Report 

Chairman’s Report 

Election of Officers 

 
Present Holders:                                         Committee Members:                                       

President – Roger Patterson   Graham Elliott  Martin Hill  
Chairman – Tom Moore   Mike Bunyan  Chris Peach 
Vice Chairman – Lesley Day   Caroline Drewett 

Treasurer – Murray West    Gordon Allan 

Secretary – Sue Elliott    Maggie Turner 

        

 

The present officers and committee members with the exception of Chris Peach are prepared to 

stand for re-election.  Therefore there are 2 vacancies.  Nominations for officers or committee 

members should be made to the secretary sj.elliott@ukgateway.net  by 4th March at the latest. 

 

                                                                                                   

Proposal for Life Membership – Ray Noakes 

Proposal for Life President – Roger Patterson 

To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2014 

Any Other Business (as advised to the secretary by 4th March)  

mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net


Minutes 
Of the 66th Annual General Meeting of Wisborough Green Beekeepers Association, held on 
28th March 2013 at the Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Loxwood, at 7.30pm. 
 
Members present – Roger Patterson, John Glover, Tom Moore, Gordon Allan, Lesley Day, Mike Bunyan, Maggie 
Turner, Graham Elliott, Richard Flenley, and 26 other members. 
  

Apologies for absence from Anita Moseley, Suzanne Tilley, Murray West and Astri Sharp 
 
Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting had been previously circulated and they were passed and signed by the 
President. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Accounts for the year ended 31st December 2012 were distributed and a Financial Statement, 
prepared by the Treasurer, were read to the meeting by Gordon Allan. Richard Flenley proposed and Caroline Drewett 
seconded the adoption of the report and all were in favour. 
 
Chairman’s Report - had been previously circulated and forms an attachment to the Minutes. Tom Moore advised the 
meeting that Central Sussex BKA had become a Division of WSBKA. 
Chris Hannell proposed and Tom Weston seconded the adoption of the report and all were in favour. 
 
Election of Officers 
The present holders were prepared to stand for re-election, with the exception of John Glover, who would stand down 
from the committee. Roger Patterson advised that Sue Elliott had agreed to take on the role and no other nominations 
had been received. Roger Patterson thanked the outgoing secretary for his work over the previous five years. 
 
                                    Nominee                          Proposer                              Seconder 
President                     Roger Patterson               Maggie Turner                      Caroline Drewett 
Chairman                     Tom Moore                       Chris Hannell                        Mike Bunyan 
Vice Chairman             Lesley Day                       Chris Edwards                       Dianna Briault 
Treasurer                     Murray West                    Tom Weston                          Gordon Allan 
Secretary                     Sue Elliott                         Caroline Drewett                   Tom Moore     
 
Committee 
Roger Patterson advised that Ray Noakes had decided to stand down, due to heavy work commitments. In recording 
grateful thanks to Ray, on behalf of the Association, Roger Patterson said that Ray had been Chairman for a twelve 
year period and had guided the Association through a particularly difficult period. 
Martin Hill had been nominated as a replacement committee member. 
All other members were prepared to stand for re-election as follows: - 

 
                                     Nominee                           Proposer                              Seconder                                     
                                     Mike Bunyan                     Caroline Drewett                   Gordon Allan      
                                     Richard Flenley                 Tom Moore                           Chris Hannell   
                                     Martin Hill                          Maggie Turner                      Richard Flenley 
                                     Chris Peach                      Chris Edwards                      Tom Moore        
                                     Gordon Allan                     Richard Flenley                    Diana Briault 
                                     Graham Elliott                   Lesley Day                            Mike Bunyan 
                                     Maggie Turner                  Gordon Allan                         Graham Elliott 
                                     Caroline Drewett               Maggie Turner                      Martin Hill 
All were in favour. 
 
Appointment of Accounts Scrutineer – Stephen Boyce had agreed to continue to act and was proposed by Tom 
Moore and seconded by Gordon Allan. All were in favour. There were no other nominations. 
               
Any Other Business – None 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.57pm 
 
 
President……………………………. Date……………………                      
 

 



  

On January 2nd I got back home from taking Nell for a walk to find a 

message on my phone.  It was Daisy saying there was something she 

wanted me to see because nobody would believe her.  Off I chugged 

the couple of hundred yards to her house with camera (never far from 

me).  It was worker wasps going into beehives.  The latest I have previ-

ously seen them is December 19th, but over 20 years ago, so not common.  

 

In early December I hefted the hives at the bottom of my garden and decided they were heavy 

enough to last until at least March.  Apart from checking for damage from the recent gales and 

rain, I didn’t bother them again until January 7th when I treated with oxalic acid.  The first hive I 

came to had wasps going into the entrance.  When I took off the crown board there were 5 or 6 

seams of bees, with the outer ones dead.  I immediately knew it was starvation.  There were a cou-

ple of seams of live bees with a marked and clipped queen running about.  The wasps had robbed 

them out!  This is the only time I have known of this problem occurring in December and January. 

 

We have had a bit of discussion about them and wondered if the queens were still alive with the 

nest functioning or not.  This is probably unlikely, as there may not be the protein available to feed 

the brood, but there was carbohydrate to feed adult wasps and it was in my beehive!  Sadly there is 

little you can do, because the bees can’t defend their food when they are in cluster or semi-cluster 

and the wasps feed unopposed.  I told this story to another beekeeper and he has had wasps rob-

bing food from a frame feeder in a similar manner.  I spoke to Giles Budge from the NBU in York 

and they still have worker wasps there, so perhaps it is something we may need to deal with in the 

future.   

 

European wasps were accidently introduced into New Zealand, where the whole nest functions 

throughout the year.  A quick web search found this interesting link:  http://www.teara.govt.nz/

en/1966/wasp-european.  Wasps are very adaptable creatures and in some ways should be ad-

mired. 

 

I knew Daisy had a very weak nucleus, with what she thought was a failing queen.  Although I  

Nell and friend 

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/1966/wasp-european
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 have never united bees in January, we decided to try to save the bees of both small colonies and a 

known good queen.  On opening Daisy’s colony she found the queen, picked her up by the wings 

and was about to squash her, when I looked at the combs and noticed a small patch of good brood!  

We quickly decided to try to keep both going to see what will happen.  We left her nucleus as it 

was, and added Daisy’s intended entry for the ‘Frame for extraction’ class at our honey show to 

the foodless bees that remained in my colony.  We have saved two queens, although they are very 

vulnerable.  We won’t know how the outcome until April, but it was interesting seeing what we 

did.  It was a good job Daisy didn’t squash the queen too. 

 

Farmers get a kicking by those who don’t know much about farming, but the reality is it is not an 

easy way to make a living.  A farmer I know reasonably well who lives 2-3 miles from me has re-

cently lost some sheep.  In the gales a tree blew down across some power lines bringing them to 

the ground in a field with sheep in.  The sheep were nosey and six were electrocuted.  A short time 

later the same flock managed to get into some woodland and 17 died after eating spurge laurel, 

which despite the name isn’t spurge or laurel, but daphne, (something I guess you all know).  

There was a total loss to the farmer of more than £2000, which is a shade more than the worth of 

my colony of bees.  There is always someone worse off. 

 

I think, in general, farmers are caring about wildlife and the environment, and their organisation is 

encouraging them to do so.  I have recently come across this publication http://

www.nfuonline.com/bee-leaflet-web-version/.  Although it is easy to be cynical, especially when 

you see the subtle way they put work onto beekeepers, I think it is all free publicity for us.  Who-

ever put it together doesn’t know much about beekeeping because the photo of the beekeeper 

clearly isn’t British, but probably Eastern European.  As the Irish are supposed to say “Ah well, 

there you are”  

 

Roger 
 
 



Daisy also writes on the subject of wasps. 

 

 

Here's a little conundrum....  

 

I have 5 colonies at home, none of which has fondant on and all are doing OK.  However, one of 

them has a queen in it which was a bit slow to mate and start laying last year, so consequently they 

are the smaller colony with fewer bees; and the one which I noted in my records may struggle 

should the weather be very cold this winter. 

 

The weather hasn't been cold at all, in fact this morning (20th Jan) there is a frost but not a hard 

one.  Because of this, there is a wasp nest nearby (can't find it!) which is still active and is very 

much robbing-out my slightly weaker colony (number 3).  Yesterday, I lifted the crown board and 

at least 10 wasps shot out, and after watching for a while I noted they are entering and leaving the 

colony freely.  The bees are in cluster so there are no guards at the entrance and the bees are not 

behaving as they would in the summer.  Normally of course, the wasp nests will have died out by 

now. 

 

The wasps’ communication is amazing; they are only entering this hive, not the others. 

 

So what to do?  Reducing the entrances won't make any difference as there are no guards present.  

Moving the stock would work, but I'd surely have to move all 5 hives otherwise the wasps would 

just move onto the next weakest colony.  I wonder if beer traps would work.  I have put some out, 

but I think the air is cold and will not circulate the nice sweet smell of beer! 

 

My decision might surprise you but I think it's a sensible one.  I am going to do nothing.  Number 

3 was always going to struggle and, therefore, be the slowest to build up in the spring.  I am lucky 

enough to have plenty of colonies so I can fairly easily replace this one later in the year.  I think it 

will take a few weeks for the wasps to finish off number 3 and hopefully, in the meantime, the 

weather will change and kill off the wasp nest so my strong stock remains safe. 

 

Ultimately, I lose a weak queen and can breed from the strong remaining ones, so I will be im-

proving my queens.  Wasps are the best insecticide there is, so the hive will only need a quick fu-

migation before being able to be used again next year. 

 

If this was my only colony I wouldn't hesitate to move it and do all I could to save them. 

 

Has anyone any other suggestions? 

 

Daisy 

 

 

 



   

A REPEAT OF LAST MONTH’S ARTICLE.  BOOKING IS STILL AVAILABLE. 

 

We will be continuing with the Winter Learning sessions again this 

year.  For those who are new to beekeeping and a reminder to those 

who aren’t, we have a number of topics that are discussed throughout a 

full day.  The content varies depending on the experience and knowl-

edge of the attendees.  The format is the same as previously.  A slide is 

put on the screen and someone is asked a question.  If they can’t answer it we move on to the next 

person, but if they can answer it we may elaborate on it.  Nobody is made to look a fool, that isn’t 

the purpose.  The idea is that we all learn, but it gives everyone a clue on what they need to study 

before the season starts. 

 

The groups are ideally limited to no more than 12 people, so it is a small chatty group.  If you 

haven’t been before, just speak to someone who has.  If you would like to attend please contact 

John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com stating if you can make midweek or weekend.  

We also need hosts, so if you have a room that will take 10-12 people that is suitable for projector 

and screen please tell John.  The sooner you can let him know, the sooner John can get things 

fixed up. 

 

Roger 

 

 

 

The BBKA Exam dates for 2014 have now been set. 

 

Full details of the dates and fees, together with the address to send your applications, can be found 

in this month’s edition of the West Sussex Newsletter. 

 

Please note that applications for the March modules should be sent no later than 7th February. 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

In my article for the January edition of the newsletter, I wrote concerning the pending collection of 

Oxalic Acid.  The weather in January continued with the theme set in December, and the desig-

nated collection day, 4th January, turned out to be yet another mild and wet one.  Not the ideal 

conditions for applying Oxalic Acid.  In previous years, I have collected and applied the Oxalic 

Acid on the same day; but this year the solution was placed in the fridge (health and safety precau-

tions taken to avoid cross contamination and human consumption!), in the hope the weather would 

change within the two week period the solution can reasonably be stored for.  

 

Daily consultation of the BBC Weather Website ensued, trying to decide which 

day would be best for applying the Oxalic Acid.  As is often the case, work gets 

in the way of beekeeping, and the one morning we had a frost with tempera-

tures cold enough for the bees to cluster, I was unable to get to the hives before 

the temperature increased and the rain started again.  In the end I simply had to 

select a day when the forecast wasn’t predicting torrential rain!  Consequently, I 

treated both colonies on 11th January, when the thermometer was registering 8 

degrees.  The solution was removed from the fridge in plenty of time to reach 

room temperature, prior to setting off to my out-apiary. 

 

The bees were flying, although not in great numbers, and were carrying 

pollen, indicating the presence of brood within the colony.  With the mild 

conditions so far this winter, I wonder how effective the treatment will be 

compared to previous years.  Both colonies received a total of 35mls of 

Oxalic Acid solution, applied over seven seams of bees.  I undertook the 

task as quickly as possible and was mindful to minimise any disruption to 

the bees.    

 

Both colonies had taken some of the fondant previously placed above the 

crown boards, although capped stores were visible when applying the Ox-

alic Acid.  One tub on each hive was more or less empty (approx 600g in 

each) and I took the opportunity to replace these with fresh tubs. 

 

It is always a relief when undertaking the Oxalic 

Acid treatment to open your hive to find what 

looks to be a healthy colony.  It will be several 

weeks before the hives are opened again.  In the 

meantime there will be regular trips to the apiary to 

assess requirements for additional feeding, and to 

check for any damage caused by weather or pests.   

Although troubled by wasps during the summer, I have not seen any evidence of wasps in recent 

weeks, maybe all my wasps have gone on holiday to Daisy’s for the winter! 

 

My entrances are still reduced using lolly sticks, as described in one of my recent articles, and I  

 

 

 

 



 
 

was pleased to see that they remain in place despite the 

recent strong winds.   

 

I write this having attended the talk by Andy Willis on 

purifying and maximising your wax crop.  Andy gave a 

clear and informative description of how to grade and 

process your wax.  The best wax is obtained from cap-

pings, but as I feed my cappings back to the bees I won’t 

be processing any of these.  The evening was definitely thought provoking, and although I don’t 

think I will be able to find the time to undertake the entire filtering process as Andy described, I 

will be more mindful of the wax I collect during the coming season, and will endeavour to do 

something with it ( including that already stored in the shed!). 

 

The talk was well attended, and I hope this will result in an increased number of wax entries in this 

year’s WG Honey Show.  Look out for show updates in future newsletters! 
 
Caroline 

 

 

9th Surrey Bee Day 2014 

  Saturday 15 February 

               Ewell Castle School Church Street  Ewell KT17 2AW 

  Programme & Speaker Details 
 

A stimulating day is promised at the 9th Surrey Bee Day once again, featuring top quality speakers and discussion. 

 

●   Managing Varroa in 2014  
An update on all the latest approaches to management of this endemic pest. 

Richard Ball – Ex- National Bee Inspector 

 

●  The Bumble Bee through the Eyes of a Beekeeper 
The bumble bee seems poorly adapted for long-term survival when compared with the honey bee according to Paul 

Metcalf. 

Paul Metcalf NDB – President of Norfolk BKA and member of BBKA Technical & Environmental Committee 

 

●   Agriculture under the neonicotinoid ban 

The neonicotinoid  ban imposes new problems for farmers calling for a rethink on crop protection with implications 

for food production and beekeepers. 

Nick Von Westenholz – Chief Executive, The Crop Protection Association 

 

●   Bees need buddies 

The importance of the mutual relationship between flowers and pollinators 

Steve Alton – Wildlife Consultant at Sussex Nature 

 

Tickets £22 including lunch - available now from: 

Sandra Rickwood 19 Kenwood Drive Walton on Thames KT12 5AU 

01932 244326        rickwoodsbka@googlemail.com 

mailto:sandrarickwood@btinternet.com


 

WSBKA Annual Convention – Saturday 22nd February 2014 
 

Final Reminder - Not to be missed! 
 
 

This is your final reminder to book a place at the West Sussex Beekeepers’ Spring Convention on 

Saturday 22nd February.  Details and Booking form were sent out with the January newsletter and 

you will have seen that it is an event not to be missed with an impressive line up of speakers and 

something for everyone.   

 

Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions where you can choose which seminar to 

join and it is a great opportunity to catch up with beekeeping colleagues throughout the County 

and beyond.  

 

Paynes will also be there for those 'essential' beekeeping purchases!  

 

It’s a full day that promises to be both educational and entertaining and so book now to ensure 

your place on the seminars of your choice.  For West Sussex Beekeepers there is a special price of 

£20 per person. Members of other associations and non-members, £25.  On the day if space al-

lows, £25. 

 

Contact: Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or see the web-

site www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex. 

 

We very much hope that you will attend and look forward to seeing you on the day.    

 

 

 

 

 

Please see the last page of this newsletter for a copy of the application form.  Ed. 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the March edition no later than the 22nd February.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 



West Sussex Beekeeper’s Association Annual Convention – 22nd February 2014  
 
To: Gordon Allan, Stone House, High Street, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 0AU  
 
Please book me …….. places for the WSBKA Convention to be held on Saturday 22nd February 2014 
at a cost of £…….. (Ticket price is £20 each for WSBKA members and £25 each for non-WSBKA 
members.)  
You can either enclose a cheque made payable to ‘WSBKA’ along with this form  
Or:  
You can make payment by Bank transfer and return this registration form by email (no SAE required). 
For Bank transfer, Account name is ‘West Sussex Beekeepers Association’, Sort code: 402823, Ac-
count number: 11457721 - please put the first delegate’s surname in the Reference field.  
In both cases, you will receive your confirmation number(s) and a map by email. If you do not have 
email, or require a physical ticket/map, a stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed.  
 
DELEGATE 1  
Name…………………………..........……..........................……………. (please print) Telephone No. 
………….…..…..  
Address 
………………………………………………………………………………………............................................
.................…….……  
...................................................................................................................................................................
..............  
Post Code ……………………… Email ……………………………………………………………….  
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers’ Association (if any).  
 
Seminars - In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of prefer-
ence  
 
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these)        Preference  
1) The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health - Ben Jones   First / Second / Third  
2) If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper - Graham Royle  First / Second / Third  
3) Record Keeping for Beekeepers - Tom Moore    First / Second / Third  
 
Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these)      Preference  
4) Managing the Workers - Bob Smith      First / Second  
5) Beeswax Candle Making - Celia Rudland     First / Second  
 
DELEGATE 2  
Name…………………………….....................................………………. (please print) Telephone No. 
………….…..…..  
Address ………………………...........................................................
…………………………………………………………………….……  
...................................................................................................................................................................
............  
Post Code ……………....………… Email ……………………………………………………………….  
I am a member of ..................................................................Beekeepers’ Association (if any).  
 
Seminars - In case your first choice is over-subscribed, please indicate your order of prefer-
ence  
 
Seminar 1 (you can attend one of these)      Preference  
1) The impact of Nutrition on Honey Bee Health - Ben Jones   First / Second / Third  
2) If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper - Graham Royle  First / Second / Third  
3) Record Keeping for Beekeepers - Tom Moore    First / Second / Third  
 
Seminar 2 (you can attend one of these)      Preference  
4) Managing the Workers - Bob Smith      First / Second  
5) Beeswax Candle Making - Celia Rudland     First / Second 


